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There is little doubt 

that the National Soccer 

League is still in its develop- 

ing stages. That means that we 
haven't seen the last of experiments 
with points, nor have we even arrived at 
a settled league format. 

Certain clubs have, through sheer effort 
on and off the park over a number of years, 
almost cemented their place in the NSL structure, 
including such heavyweights as Marconi, South 
Melbourne, Adelaide City, Melbourne Knights and 
Sydney United. Of the others Morwell Falcons and 
Parramatta Eagles have also shown good heads for business to 
turn what was previously modest ambitions into fully fledged 
national league status. Parramatta’s record in the Cup, given their 
short tenure in the top flight, is nothing short of brilliant. But the rest 
must be counted amongst the ‘targets’ for any reduction in league 
numbers. 

Almost inevitably there will be calls to reduce the league to ten 
clubs, to spread the existing players amongst fewer clubs in order to 
strengthen the overall standard of the NSL. In theory that isn’t a bad idea but 
in practice can it really work? 

Firstly, would a player who lives in Wollongong necessarily want to move 
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Robbie Slater - Coca-Cola Socceroo. 


5 Is it the Impossible Dream’? 


Keep our top guns in Australia. 
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Aurelio and Tony Vidmar, Tony Popovic. 


9 Ecitoral Brefs 
10 From Canbera to Copacabana 


to Adelaide just to find an NSL club? Remember that at the present time the Our Indooroos. 
League is still part time and many of our players have excellent jobs which a few 
would be loathe to sacrifice for the sake of six or seven months soccer. 
Secondly, what about the fans, Assuming that a ten club league meant at least 
some reduction in our regional representation is it conceivable that fans in these cen- 12 a ecadback and Team A iM Of [ © 
tres would travel hundreds of kilometres to watch weekend games? They certainly don’t Adelaide City. 


Jeave from Canberra in their bus loads, or even car loads, to watch games at Marconi or 
Edensor Park which are both just a two and a half hour road trip away. And have fans from 
Newcastle swooped down to Sydney to support Olympic now that the Breaker’s are in 
financial mothballs? Do Preston’s fans flock to watch the Knights, Souths, Heidelberg or the 
Zebras? 

Why should we sacrifice the talents of a great number of players and the interests of 
thousands of spectators just to slightly strengthen the richer clubs which in turn would only 
become richer? And have those clubs given any indication that they would push towards full 
time football, surely our ultimate target, if the size of the league was reduced? 

And would anyone in the game be happy to lose such potentially huge crowd pullers as 
Heidelberg, Sydney Olympic or even South Melbourne because of lowly league placing? More 
likely the regional or smaller city teams would be the first ones to feel the sharp turn of the axe. 
How many teams should we have in Sydney or Melbourne, one, two or even three? Would 
Sydney Olympic fans watch Marconi, an hour and a quarter’s drive through city traffic away, if 
their side was retummed to State League? 

But it is undeniable that while soccer needs to expand its horizons to incorporate other 
centres, particularly Canberra and Perth, it cannot afford to do so at the expense of quality. There 
is talk from at least one of next seasons new-comers that they will rely on a more or less home 
grown outfit. If they do, they will fail, they will finish stone-motherless last and their spectator 
base will drop off to a few hundred. Because the harsh reality is that even the worst NSL team in 
the country is infinitely better than the best State League team. That would mean that our new 
teams, assuming the league stays at the same size, would draw from the existing band of semi 
pros, probably the more average player to whom a move to a new-comer would represent a 
chance for unfulfilled glory - or at least a regular place in the starting line-up. 

And a closing thought; Canberra has been without NSL soccer since 1987. In that time the 
game has stagnated beyond all belief. Virtually every NSL standard player has left, soccer 
administration is at an all time Jow, and the drop-off rate at youth level is reaching alarming 
proportions. But just ten years before that the capital was one of the brave new horizons of the 
NSL and in the decade that followed the game boomed at junior level producing such stars as 
Andrew Bernal, Manis Lamond and, of course, Ned Zelic. While soccer was on the outer along 
came Rugby League which can now attract crowds of 25,000 regularly to Bruce Stadium, once 
the home of soccer, to watch the Canberra Raiders. In stark contrast a game between the 
ACT and visiting Shelbourne, then Irish champions and an entrant in the European Cup, 
attracted 264 fans to the same ground. 

If we are to learn form the bitter lesson of Canberra then soccer must embrace a 
scheme which will see its horizons expand while at the same time ensuring a top league 
of the highest possible calibre. 
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Damian Mori, Adelaide City, Coca-Cola Socceroo. 
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The National Soccer League team strips. 
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The penalty shoot-out. 
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Paul (Trimmers) Trimboli, South Melbourne 
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A Eoover The Forgotten Socceroos. 
Itis common place in Europe where soccer shirts are just part of everyday street CJ 1 
wear, but in Australia it is only just starting to kick off, partly fuelled by the growth 22 ") the bal 
of supporters groups and partly by the huge growth that the round ball game Who's Hot! 


(Football) is currently experiencing. 
Our cover features Adelaide City and the Melbourne Knights, likely 
contenders of the 1994/95 National Soccer legaue. 


For our cover story turn to page 14 
Who's Not! 
Editor-in-Chief: Etiore Flacco. Editor: Bruce Campbell Contributing Writers: Ray Gatt 
Laurie Schwab, Kyle Patterson, Philip Micallef, Steve Darby, Angela Mihelic, Paula Hampton. Art 
Director: Nadia Guardiani. Assistant Art Director: Angela Donarelli. 
Design/Production: GD Graphic Design. Photographry: Pau! Lepore, Sporting Pi/Bob 
Thomas, Joe Janko, George Haig, Printing: Printed in Australia by Digital Colour. 
Distribution: Throughout Australia by Newsagent Direct Distribution. Publisher: 
Prime Advertising. 81-87 King William Street, Fitzroy Victoria, 3065 Australia. Phone 
61-3- 416 1181, Facsimile: 61-3- 415 1187. Address all correspondence to: PO 
Box 200, Cariton South, Victoria, 3053 Australia. Articles that are published in 
Soccer Australla are normally commissioned. However contributions and 
suggestions ara welcome. While care is taken, the publisher accepts no 
responsibility for material submitied. The publisher reserves the right to 
‘reject or omit from publication, without assigning any reason, any 
advertisement or part thereof, All rights reserved. Reproduction 
in whole or part thereof without prior written permission from 
the publisher is strictly prohibited. RRP $5.00, 
All correspondence to: PO Box 200, Carlton 
South, Victoria, 3053 Australia. Phone 61-3- 415. 
1181, Facsimile: 61-3- 415 1187. 
Soccer Australia is tne official 
publication ‘or the Australian 
Soccer Federation. 
f. 
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Adelaide City. 
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24 Word Soccer 


Philip Micallef looks at Europe's bastion of Soccer. 


26 N.S.L. Results 


All the facts and figures of the NSL » Rounds 7 - 12. 


Any club gearing up for a National Soccer League title push would find a full time budget close to 


the $1.5 million mark. Bruce Campbell of Soccer Australia draws his conclusions. 


Most clubs in the NSL have them, most 
want more but without the budget to 
really do anymore than wish. 

They are the fulltime footballers 
of Australia’s premier soccer competi- 
tion, the National Soccer League. 

In most cases their numbers are 
restricted to two categories of player - 
the visa players who by law are not 
allowed to take on an outside job and 
younger players who are intent on 
cracking the big time of European 
football, and are gambling on 
increased fimess and skills practice to 
take them there. 

The classic example was Ned 
Zelic. The tall and graceful libero 
struggled by when he was at Sydney 
United, and then Sydney Olympic, on 
a wage which would never have seen 
his bank manager ask him out to din- 
ner. 

But at least Zelic, and others like 
him, were able to top their club 
salaries with earnings from the Olyroos 
and Socceroos. 

For Zelic, his gamble was more a 
question of with whom rather than if 
and in the end that gamble paid off, 
but it hasn’t for countless others, play- 
ers who are now past their sell-by-date 
- at least as far as a fulltime European 
career is concerned. 

And with a total of just under 
three hundred first team footballers 
currently on contract with NSL clubs 
there is certainly stiff competition for 
those rare overseas contracts. 

Visa players are another thing. 
They supposedly offer Australia some- 
thing more than what is already avail- 
able. 

Sometimes that isn’t readily 
apparent when watching the players in 
action, but it is their commitment to 
the game, as much as their skills, 
which make them such an asset. 

“You can see the difference,” one 
NSL coach told me recently. “They 
know how to train, and how to act 
properly as footballers. 

“The good habits that they can 
teach the local players are immeasur- 
able.” 

By law, visa players must be paid 
a minimum of $600 per week - win, 
lose or draw for 52 weeks of the year. 
Or as long as the player is registered 
with the club. 

For $600 the NSL is not capable 
of attracting the Linekers, Van Bastens 
or Baggios of the world. 

Instead, it draws the good, hon- 
est journeymen who are prepared to 
travel the world in search of full-time 
football. 

Occasionally an ex-international 
comes out on a visa, but more often 
than not it is the ‘nearly player’, those 
with above average talent who just 
haven’t quite made it big back home. 

And rather than siruggle in lower 
division football and juggle a job at the 
same time, they prefer to accept the 
$30,000 contract which at least allows 
them to have a reasonable lifestyle. 

That visa payment is what must 


possible 


rea 


There is little doubt that soccer in Australia is at a crossroads, hampered 
from any real progression until the ultimate of full-time football is 
achieved but unable to attract the sort of flair and pizzazz into the game 
that will make that final jump possible. Just what stands in the way of 
clubs achieving that ‘Impossible Dream’..... 


be used as a yardstick when preparing 
a budget for fulltime football, 

It mightn’t sound much, but 
multiply 18-20 times $30,000 per year 
and that makes another $600,000 for 
the club tofind. 

Add on the normal running costs 
which include clerical and managerial 
staff, ground hire or maintenance, 
insurance, outfitting, promotion, mag- 
azines, NSL fees, transfer fees, signing 
on fees, bonuses, youth team costs and 
you have another $300,000 - and that 
doesn’t include provision for signing 
on any real big name players. 

That is about $900,000 which an 
average club must spend just to aim 
for a possible Top Six spot. 

Any club gearing up for a title 
push would find a fulltime budget 
closer to the $1.5million mark. 

That is major money. 

No sensible business would pre- 
pare to spend that sort of cash in the 
hope that it will come back in through 
the gate. 

Well-run soccer clubs use gate 
money as a boost for next season, as 
bonus money or as a top up to their 
budget - they never use it as the sole 
revenue. 

At $10 a head through the turn- 
stile, and based on 16 League and Cup 
games per season, it would require an 
average gate of 10,000 per game - and 


Zeljko Kalac the 
latest export of 
the NSL breed. 


Mark Viduka the 
next victim....? 


full fare paying customers at that. 
There isn’t a soccer club in the 


country, not even Marconi with a good 
financial background, which is cur- 
rently drawing enough through the 
gate to support that dream. 

There are signs that crowds are 
on their way up, with figures this sea- 
son again being on the improve. 

But they are only on the improve 
for the top clubs. 

At the other end of the scale 
there are clubs still struggling on fig- 
ures often below 1,000 people. 

For professional soccer to suc- 
ceed it must also be successful at the 
bottom end. 

That leaves the game way short 
of the marketing wizardry that is nec- 
essary to bring in the big bucks. 

But is full time professionalism 
any big deal anyway? Is it really worth 
it all? 

To get a proper answer you'd 
have to ask Frank Farina, Robbie 
Slater, Mark Bosnich or any of the 40 


or so Aussie professionals who are ply- 
ing their trade just now from Hong 
Kong to Argentina - and all ports in 
between. 

Why would Robbie Slater, a play- 
er who is rated as near world class by 
Maradona himself, combine a job with 
part time football earnings when he is 
capable of earning up to $30,000 a 
month for Blackburn Rovers? 

Even players like Shaun Murphy 
who are reserve teamers in England 
will be making $600 - $800 a week in a 
full time environment. 

And $600 goes a lot further in 
Nottingham than it would in 
Melbourne. 

So, how far away is Australia 
from becoming fully professional 
when even the very average Belgian 
League can lure away our best players. 

With the right marketing push, it 
is conceivable that that 10,000 crowd 
would be easy-meat for clubs like 
Marconi, Adelaide City and Melbourne 
Knights. 

Imagine what our own league 
would be like if every one of those 
players had stayed at home - training 
and playing in a fulltime environment. 

It is conceivable that the big 
clubs of the League would attract 
crowds around the 18,000 mark with 
the rest following on behind. 

But soccer in Australia must take 
a united approach to achieve that 
dream. 

The ASF must be used as the ful- 
crum for attaining professionalism, 
not by reducing the amount of clubs 
within the League or engaging in silly 
TV programmes which allow peripher- 
al newsprint journalists to snipe at 
those who have invested their time, 
energy and money into the game. 

Nor by allowing the direction of 
the game to be led by faceless people 
who have no real love nor interest in 
the game itself. 

It is now approaching the twenty 
year mark since the clubs first agreed 
upon a national format. 

It is maybe now time for the 
clubs themselves to agree upon the 
next stage, a time frame for the adop- 
tion of full time soccer. 

When that is decided - by all 
clubs - then those with the skills, both 
on and off the park, will be attracted to 
our domestic league. 

That is when Australian soccer 
will rise to the aspirations that the 
many hard working servants of the 
game have. @ 


Soccer Australia 
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Against Argentina the 
Vidmar brothers wrote 


their names into the his- 


tory books, and into the 
hearts of soccer fans 
everywhere when their 


‘assist and score double’ 


hit the back of the net 
against the two-times 
World Champions. 


Time has moved on since that great night 
at the Sydney Football Stadium when just 
for a brief moment it looked as if we could 
do the impossible and beat Argentina. 
Never before have two brothers ever 
played for Australia and the Vidmar broth- 
ers are still writing their own stylish chap- 
ter in the record books. 

“Lkeep my hair long so that you can 
recognise me when I'm with Tony”, laughs 
Aurelio - and the media responds by 
changing Tony’s initial to T rather than A, 
just to avoid confusion. But if off the park 


the two look and talk the same then on the 
park there is no similarity at all. Aurelio is 
a stylish ball player who attacks from out 
wide, and always looks better going for- 
ward than he is in tackle. Brother Tony, 
on the other hand, has grabbed his chance 
to fill national coach Eddie Thomson’s 
problem full back spot with relish. So 
much so that he looks as permanent a fix- 
ture as his more celebrated brother. 

Both had careers in Belgium and 
while Tony decided that Germinal Ekeren 
wasn’t for him Aurelio moved to a bigger 
club with Standard Liege where he has 
had probably his best season ever. 

Adelaide City coach Zoran Matic 
scoffs at that suggestion, claiming he has 
never played better than when he was in 
the black and white stripes of the Adelaide 
City Zebras, 

But whatever the claims, they are 
the most famous soccer bothers in 
Australia - and Eddie Thomson hopes that 
the situation remains for a long time to 
come, as we found out when Soccer 
Australia caught up with the Vidmars dur- 
ing Aurielo’s break from the rigours of the 
European winter football. @ 


Aurelio&Tony Vidmar 
Pprojtiic> 


The Vidmar brothers epitomise the new 
age of Australian soccer — glamorous, 
talented, sought after by European 
clubs, and relishing the chance te repre- 
sent their country. 

Born in Adelaide of Italian par- 
ents, they have an older brother 
Andrew, 30, and sister Sylvana, 29. They 
developed their professional soccer 
skills with NSL Club Adelaide City, 
where Tony is still a prominent force in 
the team. Aurelio has had a successful 
career in Belgium, is currently playing 
for Standard Liege, and this season is 
one of the top goal-scorers in the 
Belgium League. 

Tony had a short stint in Belgium 
but prefers to be based in Australia — a 
sentiment which is no doubt very much 
appreciated by his Adelaide City coach, 
Zoran Matic and his fans. 

Both brothers are dynamic and 
skilful on the pitch. Who will ever forget 
the way they combined to score that 
magnificent goal against Argentina in 
the World Cup Qualifier. 


Full Name: Aurelio Vidmar 

Date of Birth: 3 February 1967 

Place of birth: Adelaide. 

School Attended: Underdale High 

First Soccer Club: Woodville S.C. (Age 10) 
Previous Soccer Clubs: Adelaide City, K.V. 
Kortrijk, S.V. Waregem and Standard Liege. 
Current Position: Forward 

Favourite Position: Midfield 

Favourite Ground: Nou Camp, Barcelona 
Career Highlights: Qualifying games in World 
Cup 

Career Disappointments: Not qualifying for 
the World Cup and not proceeding past first 
found for European Cups last season. 

Most Memorable Game: Both World Cup 
Qualifiers against Argentina, and 1986 Final Five 
Series. 

Biggest Influences on Career: Zoran Matic, 
Coach at Adelaide City, Mario Corti, family and 
friends, 

Most Admired Soccer Player: Zico — of 
Brazil 

Most Admired Sportsperson Outside 
Soccer: Gary Ablett 

Favourite past times outside soccer: 
Sleeping in, cool nights and days with friends, 
night-cluboing 

Favourite Food: Seafood and Italian 
Favourite Drink: Scotch and dry, all juices 


Ideal Woman: Sensitive, able to communicate, 
outgoing personality 

Favourite Movie: Scarface 

Favourite Actors: Al Pacino, Andy Garcia 
Favourite Actress: Michelle Pfeiffer, Annabella 
Sciorra 

Favourite Music: Rock, Rap, Soul 

Favourite Soccer Boots: Puma 

Favourite Holiday Spots: South of France 
Routine Before Game: Sleep in, be around 
people 

Favourite Nightspots: Everywhere’s cool — as 
long as I'm with friends 

Languages Spoken: English, Italian, French 
and Flemmish 

What do you miss most about home when 
you're away? Family, Friends, that we live in 
the best country in the world 

What do you like wearing when you're not 
wearing soccer strips? Designer jeans and 
cool shirts 

What's your idea of a romantic night out? 
Dinner at elegant restaurant and lots of cuddles 
afterwards 

Do you smoke? No way! 

Do you drink? Socially 

Favourite TV Program: Cheers 

What type of car do you drive: Opel Calibra 
What is your soccer ambition? To be the 
Captain of the Socceroos > 


> Full Name: Tony Vidmar 

Date of Birth: 4 July 1970 

Place of birth: Adelaide 

School Attended: Underdale High School 
First Soccer Club: Woodville Junior Soccer Club 
Previous Soccer Clubs: Adelaide City, Belgium 
Ekeren and Adelaide City 

Current Position: Left full back 

Favourite Position: Left full back 

Favourite Ground: Nou Camp, Barcelona 

Career Highlights: Playing against Argentina in 
Buenos Aires. Playing in Barcelona ~ 1992 
Olympics 

Career Disappointments: Not qualifying for the 
World Cup. Scoring against Denmark in Barcelona. 
Biggest Influences on Career: My parents, my 
brother Aurelio and Zoran Matic 

Most Admired Soccer Player: Paolo Maldini 
Most Admired Sportsperson Outside Soccer: 
Michael Jordan 

Favourite past times outside soccer: Love 
being with friends, going to the beach, and night- 
clubbing 

Favourite Food: Pasta—any kind 

Favourite Drink: Mineral water 

Ideal Woman: Good sense of humour, natural, 
loves to party 

Favourite Movie: Godfather 1 and 2 

Favourite Actors: Robert De Niro, Al Pacino 
Favourite Actress: Judy Davis 

Favourite Music: Ail kinds 

Favourite Soccer Boots: Puma 

Favourite Holiday Spots: Greek \slands 
Routine Before Game: Sleep in till about 9 or 
9.30, have a cup of Htalian espresso, read the paper, 
have a plate of pasta prepared by mum, drive down 
to the beach and walk for about an hour, go home, 
have a few hours sleep, shower, get bag ready and 
then have a couple of espressos and a couple of 
bananas and then I'm off! 

Favourite Nightspots: Anywhere — as long as I'm 
enjoying myself 

Languages Spoken: English, Italian 

What do you miss most about home when 
you're away? Being with friends 

What do you like wearing when you’re not 
wearing soccer strips? Casual Puma street 
clothes and my 501s 

What’s your idea of a romantic night out? 
Candle-lit dinner 

Do you smoke? No —| hate it 

Do you drink? Yes — socially 

Favourite TV Program: The Simpsons 

What is your soccer ambition? To be at the 
highest level possible, in Australia at best of my 
ability. To keep representing Australia 

What type of car do you drive: Nissan Pulsar. @ 


The secret is out, Sydney United have a 
player with immense talent on their 
books - the only thing is that the general 
media hasn’t cottoned on yet. In Tony 
Popovic, United have one of the best 
defenders seen in the NSL for some 
time. Week in and week out Popovic 
turns in impeccable performances but, 
to date, his real value has gone largely 
unnoticed - except at his club where he 
is recognised as one of the best players 
in Australia. 

And when Popovic missed a club 
league match in December due to sus- 
pension his leadership qualities were 
also badly missed - almost as much as 
his exceptional tackling, reading of the 
game and distribution. 

If the media haven't yet been told 
then both national coach Eddie 
Thomson and club coach Branko 
Culina realise just what a gem they 
have. Thomson positively raves over the 


big fellow. “We took him to Asia with us 
and really he didn’t put a foot wrong. 
Tony Popovic is such a committed play- 
er that he is going to go far in this game, 
he has a BIG future with Australia. I 
would have no hesitation at ail in nam- 
ing him in any line-up.” 

That kind of praise doesn’t sur- 
prise first-season United coach Branko 
Culina either. The former Knights and 
Victorian State coach sees Popovic as an 
almost indispensable part of his arsenal 
and is resigned to the fact that his team 
suffers when their skipper isn’t in the 
line-up. “He gives me 100% all the 
time,” Culina says. “Popa is really an 
inspirational player who can lift his 
team when other players are slacking 
off.” 

Popovic is just one example of the 
production line of outstanding talent at 
Sydney United, a club which has pro- 
duced more junior players for Australia 
in the last five years than any other club 
in the country. Mention his name in 
front of United President Ivan Simic 
and you'll feel a glow, for Simic just 
oozes praise for his club captain. “He’s 
really a very nice boy as.well,” points 
out the United boss who is maybe 
resigned to losing his club’s star asset. 
“Tony Popovic is the perfect captain for 
this club and he takes great pride in his 
work.” 

Popovic, along with co-star Zeljko 
Kalac, also works full time for United as 
a Youth Development Officer and the 
two have become extremely popular in 
West Sydney with their continual school 
visits and coaching clinics. It is maybe 
this new face of Sydney United, as 
much as their on-field talent, which has 
set the club apart as league innovators. 

But part of the club’s business 
awareness might eventually see the 
popular defender heading overseas. 
With a new grandstand just completed, 
2,000 seats installed and major club 
refurbishments the club realises the 
need to keep ahead of the financial 
game. “It isn’t just a sport anymore,” 
says Ivan Simic. “Soccer is a business 
too, and it is fast becoming big business. 
In the past the club has maybe taken 
the view that most of the money should 
be spent of bringing in new players. 


Last season the Sydney 


United stalwart lived in the 


shadow of Australia’s 
World Cup players, but 
now he is emerging as 


a super talent in his own 
right and determined to 
stake his claim, either at 
home or abroad. 


However, we feel that our future is just 
as important as our past and we intend 
to make Edensor Park the finest ground 
in Australia. To do that we must realise 
some of our assets, which means selling 
off some of our talented youngsters.” 

In the past United has blundered 
badly in the transfer stakes, most 
notably the disasters of losing Mark 
Bosnich and Ned Zelic for literally 
peanuts. That won’t happen while 
Simic is at the helm and already the 
club is planning a major overseas tour 
at the end of the season to showcase its 
players. “Look, we have the best young 
players in the country,” he points out, 
“and waiting in the wings we have the 
likes of Bilokapic, Rudan, Plesa and 
Vrkic - all junior internationals.” 

For stars like Tony Popovic that 
means that this is his last season in the 
red and white of United although in the 
meantime the only problem he presents 
Branko Culina is where he should be 
played on the field. “I could play him in 
the midfield and he would add a lot to 
the attack,” says Culina. “But I need his 
aggression at the back also. What I really 
need is two Tony Popovics - that would 
be ideal.” 

And the player himself? “I just 
take it as it comes,” says the current 
Coca-Cola Socceroo. “I love playing for 
this club and it is a great honour to be 
captain.” 

But now that the secret is out, 
make your way to Edensor Park. There 
is a good chance that Tony Popovic 
could follow other United favourites like 
Slater, Krncevic, Bosnich and Zelic to 
the rich playing fields of Europe, sooner 
rather than later. @ 
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Keep On Coming 
More good news, with the release of fig- 
ures indicating a healthy increase in 
crowd attendances at NSL matches. 
There is no doubt that there is a greater 
interest in Australian league football and 
it is the result of some very hard behind- 
the-scenes work at club level. And with 
the staging of events like the Olympic 
Four Nation tournament (played as 
Soccer Australia was at press) plus next 
month’s tour by Colombia and the inter- 
nationals and club visits planned for the 
winter, we are in for one heck of a year. 

If each club could set itself a target 
of increasing its crowds by 10% next sea- 
son then we would see even more tangi- 
ble results. More revenue, increase in 
facilities, better player interest - it’s the 
kind of snowball which we need to keep 
rolling. 1 have spoken to a number of 
coaches and club officials throughout 
this season on the subject of full time 
soccer and most clubs set an average 
crowd of about 6,000 as their survival 
target for professionalism. There is no 
doubt that once one club takes the 
plunge then the others will be forced to 
follow, caught up in tidal wave like that 
which engulfed Australian soccer in 
1977 when the NSL was kicked off. 

In the meantime the clubs must 
keep on working hard to bring the miss- 
ing crowds back to the game - but its 
good to know that much of that effort is 
being rewarded at the turnstiles this sea- 
son. 


Magic Johnny 

It isn’t the done thing for one member of 
the press to back-slap another but, what 
the heck. 

Ihave always said it, often printed 
it said by others, but feel that it should 
be publicly acknowledged too. 

Johnny Warren is one of the most 
knowledgeable journalists in Australian 
soccer. His depth of knowledge extends 
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far beyond the results page on a Monday 
morning and his quest for something 
deeper in this game knows no bounds. 

He is given far more credibility 
outside this country, as is often the case, 
than he is at home. Like many, he has 
suffered the slings and arrows of football 
politics. 

What made me cringe, however, 
was a remark by a senior administrator 
that Warren wasn’t much ofa player and 
that the Socceroos of his era wouldn’t 
match the current team. Garbage! 

As a schoolboy I listened to Martin 
Royal's broadcasts from Asia when 
Warren was a household name as a play- 
er; later as a youth I watched him every 
week in the colours of the mighty St 
George; then, J also had the opportunity 
to marvel at his ball skills when Australia 
played the likes of Iran and Israel, for so 
long our nemesis in international soc- 
cer. 

But it has also been conveniently 
forgotten that Warren was one of the 
early players to play professional foot- 
ball in England and who would argue 
that the English game of the 60s wasn’t 
technically superior to the rush and 
thrust of the 90s? 

Warren will be embarrassed by 
this, because he is so unassuming and 
modest. But just because he is one of the 
game’s gentlemen doesn’t mean that we 
have to forget our former heroes, as 
Australians so often do. The tragedy was 
that serious knee injury hampered much 
of Johnny Warren’s later career and by 
the time of the World Cup finals in 1974 
he was just a shadow. But he was there - 
a memory I’m sure that he will never for- 
get. 

For me, the grace that he brought 
to St George as one of the most stylish 
midfielders of all time will never be for- 
gotten, a team which boasted the likes of 
Ottie Abonyi and Adrian Alston - and 
tubby little Mike Denton who could fall 
down in the box and somehow the ball 
would still bounce off his head into the 
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Before the formation of 
the National Soccer 
League in 1977 Adelaide 
City proved to be almost 
unbeatable in their local 
State competition - win- 
ning the league no less 
than 12 times in an era of 
almost total domination 
from 1953 onwards. 

And if anyone 
thought the Crow Eaters 
would not be up to national 
standard then they have since been 
proven wrong, VERY wrong. Last sea- 
son the Zebras added another National 
Championship to their haul when 
Damian Mori fired in maybe the best 
Grand Final goal of all time against a 
stage frightened Melbourne Knights. 
That, plus their wins in 1992 and 1986, 
made it a hat-trick of big wins to go 
along with the three National Cup vic- 
tories. 

But the success story of the 
Zebras isn’t just at League level for they 


have also been a major 
supplier of talent to the 
Coca-Cola Socceroos, 
donating almost their 
entire defence to the 
current national cause. 
Last season that looked 
to have backfired on 
Adelaide City when, after 
the return of their 
national team players, 
they struggled to put it 
together in early-season league 
matches. However, coach Zoran 
Matic got it right when it mattered 
most and a power house run in the lat- 
ter part of the season set them up for 
their Grand Final triumph in 
Melbourne. 

Today, Adelaide City are rightly 
regarded as one of the Big Tree of 
Australian soccer and although their 
trophy cabinet is overflowing the club 
from Hindmarsh Stadium seem set to 
reap the rewards of success for a long 
time tocome. @ 


goal! 

Magic Johnny Warren - a great 
player but an even greater soccer states- 
man, 


Shape Of Things 
To Come 


Just when we all thought that Rugby 
League was ready to eclipse soccer with 
its expanded league came the news that 
two media moguls were scrapping like 
ravaged dogs for the bones of a pro- 
posed ‘Super League’. It seems that all 
isn't well in the pointy- 

ball code. 

And then hard on 
that came the 
announcement of a 
professional surge in 
Rugby Union, with 
its marketing agents 
fanfaring its appeal 
as an international 
game (I’m still try- 
ing to work out 
who the 117 
countries are 
that supposedly 
play the game 
(unless 
Scotland 
count as 85 
because 
they invent- 
ed Union). 

So, 
now 
national 
league 
soccer 
looks set 
to expand into Perth 
and move back to Canberra, if that city 
can sort its own problems. If the league 
does increase to 15 or 16, rather than cut 
the less successful clubs, then each NSL 
club would play a minimum of 28 NSL 
matches. Add on a possible 3 Top Six 
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games, another 2-5 Johnnie Walker Cup 
matches, State Cup fixtures, friendlies 
against touring clubs and the almost 
inevitable Super Cup games planned by 
ASF Chairman John Constantine and 
our club players are faced with some 45 - 
50 club games a season. 

That is looking good to me, and we 
are only crystal ball gazing as far ahead 
as next season. Should the Coca-Cola 
Socceroos make it to France ‘98 then the 
money poured into the ASF’s coffers 
would make our World Youth Cup wind- 
fall look like toy money. 

I would think that the boys at 
Rugby headquarters know that time is 

against them, for, as every 

one knows, a 

round ball 

rolls straight - 

in this case, 

straight to the 
top. 


/ Peter 
J Andre 
T-Shirt 
give 
away 


The manage- 
ment of Soccer 
Australia would like to 
thank all you readers 
for the terrific response 
we've received in offering 
the autographed Peter 
Andre T-Shirts. We are 
sorry that no more are 
available however we will 
endevour to get another 
opportunity for a promotion 
with Peter Andre in the course of the 
NSL Soccer Season. Thankyou once 
again for your overwhelming 
response. @ 
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STEEP SLOPES 


It’s a long way from the shores of Lake Burley Griffin to Rio’s Copacabana Beach 


At the end of this month Australia’s indoor 


internationals, the Indooroos, jet out of the country on 


an Aerolineas Argentinas aircraft headed for the 


beaches of Rio where they will take part in a special 


‘mini World Cup.’ 


“It's a sign of the respect that the 
Brazilians have for us that Australia is 
invited,” says Indooroo coach Jim 
Roberts from his Canberra base. “Since 
the last World Cup in Hong Kong we 
have steadily built ties between the two 
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countries. They have toured here and we 
have also gone to Brazil. But this compe- 
tition is set to be very exciting for us.” 

In faci, Australia has even import- 
ed some of the Brazilian magic in the 
shape of Delamore, its International 
Technical Advisor. “Delamore has 
helped us jump along the international 
track at least ten years,” says Roberts. 
“Before coming to Australia he was 
Assistant Coach of Brazil, the undisput- 
ed kings of Futsal (FIFA indoor soccer). 
He has helped me to implement new 
playing patterns which are seeing 
Australian Futsal developing at a rapid 
rate. Since Hong Kong I have gradually 
rebuilt the team and we are confident of 
doing well in Brazil.” 

Australia will take part in the tour- 
nament on the famous Rio beach, the 
Copacabana, where a special playing 
surface will be mounted on the sand. 
And for the last six months Roberts has 
held weekly training camps in both 
Canberra and Sydney to ensure that his 
players are at peak performance level. 

“Whenever possible we bring the 
players into camp at the Australian 
Institute of Sport in Canberra,” adds 
Roberts, “but that is only a supplement 
to our normal weekly sessions. The play- 
ers have worked really hard and this is 
undoubtedly the finest squad that we 
have ever assembled. It's a tall order to 
win an event like that, played on 
Brazilian home soil and against players 


National Coach Jim Roberts displays some technique. 


who are virtually professionals. After 
all, we are really amateur players and 
although the commitment level of the 
Indooroos cannot be questioned you 
just can’t compare full time training 
and playing at the very highest profes- 
sional standard. 

“Before Australia really 
advances as an international force we 
need to establish a professional indoor 
league but in the meantime we can 
still make our mark by doing well next 
month. It’s a long way from Canberra 
to the Copacabana but we aren't going 
there just to have a beach party, we're 
going there to represent Australia. 
Maybe we don’t get the media recog- 
nition yet but that could all change 
with a good performance in the mini 
World Cup.” 

That might be the immediate 
aim for the Indooroos but with the 
sport set to be established as an 
Olympic event the Brazilian samba is 
just the start for the softly spoken Jim 
Roberts:and his Indooroos. 


(Below) The indooroos even have 
lunch in style - at Canberra’s trendy 
Belluci’s Trattorla. 


There's nothing we enjoy more in 
Argentina than tough, friendly 
competition from visiting international 
sporting teams. 

But there's more 
to South America than just 
soccer, tennis, polo, rugby, horse 
racing, swimming, skiing, trekking, 
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basketball, cycling, white water rafting, 
windsurfing, motor racing, mountain 
climbing, hangliding, 
sailing to name a few. 
That's why Aerolineas Argentinas 


with their travel agents have planned a 


Eliott Zwangobani is one of the rising stars in the aussie line-up. 


The Wide World of Sports 
are in Argentina 


whole range of holiday packages to 
show off ‘our’ South America. 


So win, lose or draw, celebrate with 


us in South America. mE J 


AEROLINEAS 
ARGENTINAS™ 


SYDNEY: 580 George Street (02) 283 3650 
MELBOURNE: 80 Collins Street (03) 6507111 
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Unfair 
Shoot-Outs 


My name is Marcella DeAngelis and I 
am 14 years-old and a student at St 
Monicas College. | enjoy reading your 
magazine very much and I am a great 
fan of soccer, especially Juventus, 
locally and internationally. 

I am writing this letter to dis- 
cuss the unfairness of penalty shoot- 
outs. 

In my opinion penalties, are 
very unfair to both teams. Four or five 
players are left to take the shots in 
order to decide on a winning team. 

I don’t think that a game should 
be judged like this and instead of tak- 
ing penalties the game should be 
played in extra time until a player 
scores a goal. 

Although the crowd enjoy 
watching this action I still think that it 
is wrong. My recommendation for the 
1998 World Cup in France is to do 
what I have just suggested. 

Also, if possible, I would like to 
see a picture of the Melbourne Zebras 
in your next issue of Soccer Australia. 
Marcella DeAngelis 
Thomastown 
Victoria 


(Aren’t you just being picky? {sn’t sub- 
stituting shoot-outs with overtime sud- 
den death much of the same lottery? 
Personally, | like them both and believe 
that if two coaches can’t sort their play- 
ers out sufficiently in the allotted ninety 
minutes - and the seemingly inter- 
minable injury time - then they can’t 
complain. But you have hit the nail on 
the head - the fans do like the shoot- 
out. The introduction of the innovation 
wasn’t so much to settle games but to 
bring the crowds back through the 
turnstiles. | just hope that the ASF don’t 
bow to pressure from the coaches - 
this is the best decision they have 
made since 1977. - Ed) 


BE ON THE BALL 
SUBSCRIBE TO 


Yes send me a subscription to Soccer Australia, starting with the next 


Bagging The Game 
lam getting fed up with watching SBS 
and listening to journalists bagging the 
game, It seems that everyone is an 
expert and that the people in charge are 
all stupid. How many of the press have 
ever been involved in playing or admin- 
istration at a high level? They aren’t 
expected to administer the game, just 
write about it. 

I get fed up buying the two major 
Sydney dailies only to find out that 
there is little or no soccer content - 
except for the obligatory British round- 
up. 

My recommendation - if they 
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can’t say anything good, either in print 
or on television, then they should shut 
up. Or maybe we should write to the 
people who employ them and tell them 
to get decent writers. 

By the way, my favourite is Johnny 
Warren whose comments are some- 
times of an attacking nature but always 
constructive and balanced - and he 
could play, I know. 

SBS is a great soccer station, but I 
feel that they are being used by these 
so-called experts who in reality are just 
trying to make themselves appear to be 
something which they aren't - knowl- 
edgeable in soccer. 

“Ex St George Player” 


SOGEAaR 


Australia 


(mame and address withheld by 
request) 

P.S. Bring back Uncle Stavros, he was 
great. 


NSL All Stars 


1 would like to see national coach Eddie 
Thomson fielding at least one game a 
year billed as the NSL All Stars. 

I know that he wants to see his 
future internationalist play but aren’t we 
doing the code a dis-service by giving 
away so many caps? Remember Rudi 
Gutendorf, you name him, he capped 
him - to the point where a Gutendorf 
cap isn’t worth a tosser. 

If the overseas players aren't avail- 
able then play the NSL All Stars. It 
wouldn’t mean devaluing our cap sys- 
tem, risk bad results against inferior 
sides and it would also give a chance for 
other players to take part in high pres- 
tige internationals. 


I would like to see a team such as the 
following play; 

Kalac (Sydney United) 

Popovic (United) 

Smith (Marconi) Babic (United) Jolevski 
(Melbourne) 

Banini (Melbourne) Andriolo (West 
Adelaide) Colombo (Marconi) Polak 
(South Melbourne) 

Ndongo-Keller (Adelaide) Viduka 
(Knights) 

Comments, please. 

D Wright 

Edensor Park 


(Great idea! I'm sure Eddie Thomson would 
see the merit too, remember he was 
‘capped’ for the Scottisn League, the equiv- 
alent of your suggestion. Think of all the 
great overseas players over the years who 
could have played in an NSL All Stars line 
up - Keegan, Charlton, Ardiles, Brazil, Best 
and even our own Craig Johnston who was 
never capped by Australia. - Ed) @ 
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Soccer Australia 


By Steve Darby 


The first coaching session I ever took in 
Australia was back in 1980 in Tasmania, for 
Devonport Soccer Club who bought me 
from Bahrain as a Player/Coach. To this day 
I remember all these little players wearing 
strange woollen shirts, with no sleeves. 
These shirts representing the Carlton, 
Collingwood or Hawthorn Football clubs. 
At the time in Tasmania there was nothing 
that could be done to rectify this crazy situa- 
tion, as there was no viable alternative. This 
being further entrenched as in 1980 
Tasmania could not receive SBS, so even 
Phillips League games (as the League was 
called in 1980) could not be seen. The 
Tasmanian players could really only identify 
with players such as Peter Daicos of 
Collingwood to be a hero or role model. 

The next year I was Director of 
Coaching for Tasmania and in an article for 
the Hobart Mercury I wrote (perhaps naive- 
ly) that as one of my aims of the job it was 
my intention to get young players to come 
training in Soccer shirts. I was happy to 
accept foreign shirts as that would be a step 
towards the ultimate goal of wearing 
Australian soccer shirts. 

To be quite blunt ... I failed! 

However 15 years later not only are all 
young players coming to training in Soccer 
shirts, but they are watching National 
League games in them and to extend it fur- 
ther it has become a fashion phenomenon 
and it’s even the done thing to be seen ina 
night club wearing a Soccer shirt. The more 
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vivid and unusual the better. 

So the days of young Soccer people 
wearing Rugby League and Australian Rules 
shirts either at training or watching the 
games are gone, and this is great news for 
Australian soccer. How did it happen? Well 
the uncontrollable world of fashion took 
over, and in the hot bed of Soccer in Europe, 
fans, both boys and more and more girls are 
starting to wear Soccer shirts as a fashion 
item. The manufacturers of Soccer shirts, 
then obviously saw a potential market and 
designed shirts that people would want to 
be seen in. Certainly Adidas, Umbro and 
Lotto have set the way with their designs. 
Steve Pappas of “Soccer City” in Sydney has 
said the sale of Soccer shirts in Australia has 
really boomed, In particular AC Milan, Ajax 
and Manchester United, However, in gen- 
eral the Italian Serie A shirts are selling as 
fast as he can bring them in and there is also 
a trend towards long sleeved shirts. The for- 
ward thinking clubs capitalised on this 
trend and made sure that they changed 
their strip every year and even had an 
attractive away strip. 

The sales of Soccer shirts in 
Australia are proving this new trend 
and personal observation at games 
confirms it. An interview with a 15 b) 
year old girl who is a Soccer fanatic, < .) 


reveals the reason behind why she 
wears Soccer shirts. Rebecca said 
“I’m a Sydney Olympic fan and I 
wear my Sydney Olympic shirt at 
all the games. I first started 
because I thought Ivan Kelic 


was hot ... its terrible that he was sold. 
When I go to the Socceroo games I wear my 
Socceroo away shirt, as I like the colour and 
the style. I think the colour is a real factor 
in the decision if me or one of my friends 
wants to buy a shirt.” 

So it really is up to our national 
league clubs to build on this trend and cap- 
italise on the fashion market to both satisfy 
the public need and to earn marketing rev- 
enue. The great news is that our clubs are 
starting to do this. Sydney United have a 
trendy Puma shirt both home in their tradi- 
tional colours and away in the Manchester 
United style of all black. Also Marconi have 
a very popular Adidas Sky Blue strip. Other 
clubs such as Adelaide City, Melbourne 
Knights, Morwell and Brisbane have report- 
ed that their sales of Soccer shirts and sup- 
porter items are on the increase. 

The A.S.F is fully behind this trend 

and if you watched the Madonna in 
Sydney video you will see the 
handiwork of A.S.F. media man 

Scott Crebbin, who managed 
somehow to get Madonna to 

wear a Socceroo shirt. He 

G , teckons he would have kept it 
for life, but Madonna wanted 

to keep it. Also it was great 
to see Peter Andre proudly 
wearing his Soccer shirt 
when he launched the 
1994/5 season “Let's get 

it on”, which also fea- 
tured on the front 

cover and centre- 


spread of Soccer Australia’s’ December 
issue. Television is catching on in this area 
and Alex Dimitriates always wore his 
Sydney Olympic shirt on Heartbreak High 
and Lex Marinos wore his on Live and 
Sweaty. 

Kaye Yardin is in a unique situation to 
comment on this current trend, she is a full 
time development officer and at 22 is tangi- 
ble to the fashion market. Kaye said “I 
believe Soccer gear has created a sensation, 
especially amongst teenagers. Mainly 
because the colours and designs available 
now are bright and bold. It is also a bonus 
to have a wardrobe which serves two pur- 
poses. I can choose to train in my Soccer 
gear ... especially if we are on the next pitch 
to the Marconi men’s team or wear it out 
casually.” 

Following on this concept, the female 
Socceroos are about to launch a brand new 
playing strip for the 1995 World Cup. Their 
sponsor Martin Reusch said “I want the 
clothes to obviously be functional, but I 
want the players to both look and feel good 
when they wear their shirts, and I hope 
that it becomes a fashion item for their 
growing support base. If supporters buy 
shirts it makes it easier for me to sponsor 
the team.” 

So maybe my dream came true 15 
years later than I wanted, but I think its a 
great trend that Soccer has started and we 
are capitalising on it at all levels. So if you 
are not sure what to buy for a birthday pre- 
sent, how about a national soccer league 
shirt? @ 
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The introduction of the penalty tie 
breaker has had EVERYONE talking, it 
is the subject on which everybody 
involved in the game has an opinion - 
and one on which they are quite happy 
to offer, 

In the press box it is almost a 
constant source of conversation with 
opinions being widely divided. 

Coaches are almost universal in 
their condemnation of it; players aren't 
totally sure; and the game’s officials are 
determined to see the innovation 
through. 

SBS TV's Les Murray brings a new 
insight into the topic. 

“Why should coaches like it,” he 
says, “there isn’t a coach in the world 
who can plan his strategy for a penalty 
shoot-out.” 

And with that sanguine comment 
the ever-sharp Mr Murray has hit the 
nail on the head. 

The shoot-out has taken control 
of the game away from coaching influ- 
ence to a degree that the men in the 
tracksuits can no longer control the 
result - or at least as much as what they 
would be happy with. 

And what about the players? 

Most NSL players seem to be 
uncommitted at this stage, although 
there is maybe more apprehension 
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Steve Darby takes a look at the technical aspects associated with the ASF’s 


There is no doubt; it is the most controversial move in Australian soccer 
since the move to summer time football in 1989. 
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The penalty shoot out. 


from those who haven't been involved 
ina tie-break decider yet. 

Goalkeepers are amongst the 
biggest opponents of the innovation 
with Sydney United’s Zeljko Kalac 
being the most outspoken to date. 

Risking a possible charge of 
bringing the game into disrepute Kalac 
has openly slammed the standard of 
refereeing under which the shoot outs 
are played. 

“I’m not so much against the 
shoot out as an idea,” he said after his 
side went down to Adelaide City. 

“But what I am concerned about 
is the lack of consistency shown by ref- 
erees.” 

Kalac received a yellow card in 
the City game for disputing the refer- 


ee’s order to re-take a penalty after he 
had been adjudged to have moved 
from his line. 

“There isn’t a goalkeeper in the 
world who doesn’t move when a penal- 
ty is being taken,” he said in his 
defence, “and that is where the prob- 
lem lies.” 

“How can one kick be ordered to 
be re-taken when the keepers have 
moved for the other nine as well.” 

Fair point, Zeljko. 

And what makes his argument 
even stronger is the fact that he isn’t 
actually complaining about the system 
- just its delivery. 

“Why should I complain about 
the shoot-outs?” asks Australia’s num- 
ber two international keeper. 


highly successful penalty shoot-out tie breaker. The former English 
professional goalkeeper and much-travelled coach makes some interesting 
comments on the most topical subject in Australian soccer today. 


Robby Baggio and Franco Baresi both 
succumbed to the pressures of the 
penalty shoot-out in the World Cup 
final, pressures which are now com- 
monplace in the National Soccer 
League. It is interesting to see how some 
of our Coca-Cola Socceroo stars react to 
this pressure, and if the new tie-breaker 
rule had been introduced last season 
then we would have seen a shoot-out no 
fewer than 46 times! 

The incentive of four points for a 
win has seen a more attacking philoso- 
phy emerge from the NSL clubs, but the 
reality of football is that the shoot-out 
will still take place with frequency. 
Therefore, penalty taking, and, of 
course, penalty saving, has become part 
of training at all NSL clubs, and coaches 
have had to study the techniques in both 
of these areas. 

Coaches will tell you that practic- 
ing penalties is not easy. The reason 
being that while it is easy to groove in 
the technique of penalty kicks, it is 
almost impossible to re-create the ‘pres- 
sure’ of taking one in the match situa- 
tion. Penalty shoot-outs at training 
invariably end up with players trying 
things that they won’t repeat in a match. 

It is also very easy for commenta- 
tors to come out with cliches that no 
penalty should miss, but often the elite 
players like Baggio can, and do, go 
wrong. Very few of Australia’s media 
have actually played football for a living, 
or even at a high level, and could not 
possibly understand the pressure 
involved. 

However, in the simplest form the 
first job of a penalty taker is to put the 
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Kick on target. The next two principles 
are the accuracy of the kick and its 
power, If the kick is put in certain areas 
then the keeper has no chance. 
Conversely, if the ball is hit with great 
power, then the keeper will again have 
no chance unless it is hit near him. 

But, in reality, all of that technical 
theory goes out of the window and the 
psychological control of the player is the 
key issue. In fact, ‘who has the bottle to 
take the kick’, 

The best way to practice a penalty 
Kick is for a player to practice on their 
own, without a goalkeeper in the goal. In 
this case if they can groove in a tech- 
nique and hit the ball accurately 
enough, the stimulus of a goalkeeper is 
not needed. The key then in a match sit- 
uation is to completely blank out the 
goalkeeper’s presence and hit that same 
area of the goal. 

A great theory!!! 


The Keepers 


It’s much easier to work on the 
technique of saving penalties than tak- 
ing them. The major reason being that 
there is no phsychological pressure on 
the keeper as they are in a no-lose situa- 
tion, and can only emerge as the ‘hero’. 

We have to accept the rule that the 
keeper cannot move before a kick is 
taken, despite the sight we see in Italian 
Serie A matches where the keeper ends 
up on the six yard line as the kick is 
taken! 

The first thing that the keeper 
must do is homework. Keepers and 
coaches are going to have to study 


videos of shoot-outs to see if players are 
consistently putting the ball to one side. 
This may reduce the odds if they nor- 
mally just gamble and dive the one way. 

The second point is to learn which 
foot the kicker takes the kick with. This 
will give a clue to its direction. And the 
final point, or it could be called a visual 
clue, is the angle of the run up of the 
kicker. 

These points will help a keeper 
attempt to decide which way a kick is 
being struck. In practical terms, if a kick- 
er is a right footer and the run up is 
straight, then the odds are that the kick 
will go to the keeper’s right hand side. 
The reason being is that this is the natur- 
al action of the kicker. For a kicker to 
change his mind in this scenario, and to 
put the ball to the keeper’s left, he will 
have to give the keeper a visual clue. 
This being that they will lean their left 
shoulder back in order to open their 
stance. This body action that happens 
two strides before the ball is kicked may 
give the keeper a chance to dive to his 
eft. 


In summary, the key points for a 
keeper to look for are; 

1. The foot with which the bail will 

be struck, 

2. The angle of the the kicker’s run up, 

3. The body position of the kicker just 
before the ball is struck. 

The reality is that the two step 
penalty kick, as taken by Fashanu and 
Signori, are virtually impossible to read 
and, of course, save. But how many 
players have the confidence to take a 
penalty kick in this way? 

Jeff Olver, the ex Coca-Cola 


“After all, we aren't supposed to 
save ANY penalties. 

“If I save anything at all then I 
have done well and ifI save none then I 
have only done what is expected. 

“So really, I can’t lose.” 

But maybe the biggest reaction 
on the controversy has come from the 
fans. 

Witness the scenes at Falcons 
Park, at Edensor Park and at Olympic 
Park when the shoot-outs have been in 
progress. 

Even in pouring rain the fans 
have flocked to the behind-goal area to 
get a better spectacle. 

And if anything, that is where the 
ASF moguls will be directing their 
interest. 

In the early rounds of the NSL, 
the crowd figures show a healthy rise. 
That is all the justification that the 
bosses need to retain the shoot-out 
beyond its experimental tenure. 

If that upsets coaches and some 
players then so be it, for the game 
badly needs to see the turnstiles click- 
ing happily. @ 


t-ou 


Socceroo keeper who had a tremendous 
record of saving penalties in key match- 
es and who has recently been involved 
in shoot outs in the Victorian League, 
reveals his methods; 

“T used to establish the foot of the 
Kicker, as at international level I had the 
opportunity to study videos before the 
game. | then tried to put the pressure on 
the kicker by taking as much time as I 
could to get ready and to make myself as 
big as possible. I then went off the run 
up of the player and took the big gam- 
ble.” 

Gary Meier, who holds the record 
as the longest serving NSL goalkeeper 
ever, has a different philosophy. He has 
this view; 

“Being a keeper I tried to stand up 
and stay on my feet as long as possible. I 
literally took a gamble on my reflexes 
and waited ‘till they hit the ball and I 
went for it. I wish I’d kept a record of my 
saving percentages - I'd like to see the 
success of my method.” 

This was also the method that 
Mark Schwarzer utilised in the World 
Cup shoot-out against Canada - with 
great success! 

Another ex Coca-Cola Socceroo, 
Mike Gibson, went for the ‘Red or Black’ 
gambling theory. He went on his gut 
feeling at the moment and literally flew 
off in the direction he thought the ball 
was going. He reckoned that this 
method was more successful than his 
racing horse selection...... 

By the end of the 1994/95 NSL I 
believe that the penalty shoot-out will 
have proved a huge success. Linked in 
with the points differential, an attacking 
philosophy should logically emerge. 
Also, a few keepers will emerge as 
‘heroes’ due to great saves in the 
inevitable shoot-outs. It'll be great to see 
just who they are. Maybe then they can 
tell their method -or maybe they won't. @ 
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They are the nearly forgotten men of Australian soccer, the pioneers who blazed our way into 
the annals of World Cup history. Soccer Australia takes a trip down memory lane with... 


Rasic’sRaiders 


Though the years have passed by and some 
of those once young men are no longer slim 
of girth, the 1974 Socceroos deserve a spe- 
cial place in our hearts. 

They were the first, the best of their 
era - they were the men who put soccer on 
the map in this country. No matter what 
anyone says - and yes, there are those who 
have knocked the abilities of yesterday's 
heroes - the ‘74 squad was a highly talented 
group of players, and with genuine star 
class players like Alston, Baartz, Richards 
and Buljevic in the team, they were a good 
all-round team. 

Rale Rasic, Australia’s coach for its 
first ever appearance in the World Cup 
finals, selected a twenty-two man squad for 
the World Cup finals in Munich. His formu- 
la was based on a core from the back with a 
consistency of team selection that saw his 
side grow together. 


Last year was an important anniversary in the history of Australian soccer - yet it 
passed largely ignored and forgotten except for a small group of former players 
and officials who were the pioneers of Australia’s first ever, and to date only, 
entry into the World Cup finals. 


From the brilliance of keeper Jack 
Reilly, Australia had a steel like quality in 
defence with its hard men Manfred 
Schaefer and Peter Wilson plus the bril- 
liance of Adrian Alston and Ottie Abonyi up 
front. 

Naturally there were weaknesses, 
although the big danger spot in the 
Australian team was in midfield where the 
Socceroos lacked a genuine playmaker of 
top international standing, 

The full squad destined to represent 
Australia in the Munich finals, as 


announced originally, was; 


GOALKEEPERS 

Jack Reilly : Age 30, Caps 12 

Jimmy Milisavljevic : Age 23, Caps 0 
Jim Fraser : Age 26, Caps 8 


DEFENDERS 

Col Curran: Age 26, Caps 12 

Ivo Rudic : Caps 0 

Manfred Schaefer : Age 31, Caps 47 
Doug Utjesenovic : Age 25, Caps 20 
John Watkiss : Caps 23 

Peter Wilson, captain: Age 24, Caps 31 
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Harry Williams: Age 23, Caps 0 


MIDFIELDERS 

David Harding: Age 27, Caps 1 
Jim MacKay : Caps 0 

Ray Richards: Age 28, Caps 27 
Jimmy Rooney: Age 28, Caps 18 
John Warren: Age 31, Caps 42 


FORWARDS 

Adrian Alston: Age 26, Caps 30 
Attilla Abonyi : Age 27, Caps 36 
Branko Buljevic: Age 26, Caps 17 
Ernie Campbell: Age 23, Caps 8 
Gary Manuel: Caps 2 

Peter Ollerton: Age 23, Caps 2 
Max Tolson: Caps 16 

But with only days to go before the 
departure of the squad for its warm-up 
games en-route in Indonesia and Israel, 
goalie Jim Fraser withdrew from the squad. 

The media quickly honed in on this 
sensation and gave it maximum play, 

Fraser had opted out, ostensibly for 
business reasons, but the general feeling at 
the time was that he had taken exception to 
the news that Reilly, who had not played in 
any of the qualifiers, was to be the number 
one choice goalkeeper. 

The St George player gained a lot of 
support in the media as his play had been a 
big factor in the Socceroos’ qualification. 

Fraser came into first team reckoning 
in the first round tournament and rarely put 
a foot wrong in all his games. 

He might have expected an automat- 
ic selection because of this but a nightmare 
game against South Korea, when he gifted 
the opposition two goals, would have been 
enough to have Rasic patching up his differ- 
ences with the brilliant former Hibernian 
keeper, Reilly. 

23-year-old uncapped Allan Maher 
joined the party at the last moment and the 
Socceroos departed for Indonesia without any 
further controversy. 

Rasic’s Raiders had endured their fair 
share of flak during the process of qualifica- 
tion - largely fuelled by Rasic himself who was 
never backward in seeking out a willing jour- 
nalist to get a point across in the press. 

But the ‘74 Socceroos were now on 
their way to the finals after a typically night- 
marish qualification route had thrown up sev- 
eral unexpected, and a few expected, hurdles. 


The Qualification 


Australia’s path to Munich was relatively 
easy - at least by 1994 standards - but a 
minefield compared to that of the European 
and South American nations. The Oceanic 
Football Confederation was, and still is, a 
toothless collection of minnow countries 
and islands led by the might of Australia 
and New Zealand, and so the Aussies did it 
the hard way, accepting whatever hurdle 
pout in front of us. 

Firstly, a four nation elimination 
group was held. 

Mirroring the mistake that Australia 
had made in ‘65, Iraq and Indonesia chose 
to play in an Australian-based tournament, 
with only New Zealand maintaining its right 
to home ground advantage. >> 


— 


> The winner of that group was to 
advance to a home and away tie against 
Iran, and then, finally, an elimination 
against the winner of another Asian section 
which was to be South Korea, which had 
knocked out the tough Israelis, Australia’s 
bogey team. 

The first stage tournament gave 
Australia a whopping bonus, with five of its 
six games at home, and the solitary away 
game just across the Tasman in familiar, if 
definitely hostile, New Zealand. 

Australia hadn’t lost a game to its tra- 
ditional sporting foes since 1954 so were 
understandably confident of going forward 
to the next stage, the home and away elimi- 
nation against Iran - especially given the 
huge advantage of playing all of its other 
ties at home. 

Coach Rale Rasic and his assistant, 
Les Scheinflug, selected a 22 man squad 
which included no fewer than seven players 
from the St George club, plus goalkeeper 
Jack Reilly and striker Adrian Alston, both 
former St George players. 

Rasic had also spent a season as 
coach of St George in 1971 so was very 
familiar with the players who were to form 
the nucleus of his squad. 

As a warm up the Socceroos played a 
three match home based series against 
Bulgaria, rated as the finest side to tour 
Australia up to that time. 

Australia drew the first match in 
Sydney 2-2 but lost the other games 0-2 
and 1-3. 

The importance of the series was as 
a try out for the Aussie players and Rasic 
must have been more than pleased with 
that aspect. 

Of the fifteen players used in those 
matches, fourteen became his ‘first team’ 
for the qualification games. 

The exception was St George fullback 
Georgie Harris who was relegated to the 
second string after playing in the opening 
game against Bulgaria. 

Harris’s later omission was surprising 
as his speed down the flank, where he oper- 
ated in an overlapping fullback’s role, gave 
Australia an extra option in attack. 

In that first game against Bulgaria he 
had very nearly got his name on the scorer’s 
list. 

Writing at the time in Soccer World (a 
great newspaper in its twenty years of pub- 
lication) Lou Gautier wrote that Harris was 
one of Australia’s best players, second only 
to big Peter Wilson. 

Harris never played another game for 
Australia under Rasic but later was recalled 
to the national team. 

Australia opened its campaign with a 
customary hard-fought 1-1 draw against 
New Zealand in Auckland. 

Emie Campbell, the flying Marconi 
winger, scored Australia’s lifeline goal in the 
closing minutes after coming on as a sec- 
ond half substitute. 

That goal was to prove vital as 
Australia struggled to win the group by a 
single point. 

Good results against Iraq and 
Indonesia (3-1 and 2-1 respectively) were 
offset by a struggling 3-3 home draw against 
New Zealand. 

This was a disaster to Australia’s 
World Cup hopes and put an end to goal- 
keeper Ron Corry’s 28 game international 
career, 

The South Sydney Croatia (now 
Sydney United) keeper had been his coun- 
try's number one since 1967 but his costly 
mistakes against the Kiwis, which resulted 
in at least two goals, caused Rasic to pro- 
mote St George’s safe, if unspectacular 
keeper, Jim Fraser. 

Fraser produced the goods against 
Iraq in a game which saw Australia play for 
an -at-all-costs draw. 

The 0-0 scoreline was seen as enough 
to take them through, with their last game 


being against the hapless Indonesians. 

Australia ripped Indonesia apart in 
its last game, winning 6-0 in a festive mood. 

Led by the brilliant Ray Richards, 
Australia at last showed some of the form 
that they would need to win against Iran. 

But Iraq pushed it to the final limit in 
the section after winning its closing game 
against New Zealand in equally scintillating 
style, 4-0. 

Rasic had shown his strategy by using 
a core of the same players throughout the 
games. Cohesion was the comerstone of his 
game plan, but some of the individual play- 
ers came in for sustained press criticism in 
the aftermath. 

None more so than goalkeeper Jack 
Reilly who had made himself unavailable 
because of his unwillingness to commit to 
the national team’s training schedule, and 
was sacked as a consequence. 

Rasic also strongly criticised both the 
NSWSF and the ASF for their perceived lack 
of support, even to the point of airing his 
intention in one Sydney newspaper of 
resigning after the World Cup campaign 
was over. 

Rasic’s prolonged attacks aimed at 
the administration, which were given 
ample space by grateful journalists, finally 
drew an official response - in the form of an 
official warning. 


Australia’s Ned Zelic 


Rasic’s squad for the elimination tourna- 
ment was; 


GOALKEEPERS 

Corry, Reilly, Fraser. 

Defenders; Nyskohous, Harris, Williams, 
Utjesenovic, Hogg, Wilson, Schaefer. 


MIDFIELDERS 
MacKay, Richards, Baartz, Warren, 
McDonald, Rooney. 


FORWARDS 
Alston, Butler, Abonyi, Campbell, Tolson, 
Buljevic. 


In hindsight, Australia had the perfect set- 
up for the matches against Iran. 

Firstly, the games were being played 
in August, right in the business part of the 
domestic season when the players were at 
their very peak. 

Secondly, and just as importantly, 
FIFA came to our rescue with a piece of 
bureaucratic bungling of the highest pro- 
portions. 

Tran had succeeded in winning the 
ballot to play the first game away from 
home only to be shocked by FIFA’s decision 
that the return leg must be played in 
Teheran just six day’s later. 


Another Non- 


W/ 


That curious FIFA directive meant 
that Iran had to fly 10,000 miles to Sydney 
for the first leg, and then, just eight days 
later, and with an important 90 minutes of 
football in between, repeat the trip back to 
Iran to prepare for the second leg. 

20,000 miles in eight days! Only FIFA 
could bungle like that......... 

Rasic’s 22 man squad didn’t contain 
any major surprises, with the only real 
omissions being Bobby Hogg (who had bro- 
ken his leg in a club match) and keeper 
Jackie Reilly. 

As expected, Ron Corry’s name was 
missing from the list and the long standing 
Aussie number one's career was now offi- 
cially over. 

The squad was; 


GOALKEEPERS 

Fraser, Milisavljevic. 

Defenders; Utjesenovic, Williams, Wilson, 
Watkiss, Harris, Curran. 


MIDFIELDERS 
Baartz, MacKay, Richards, Rooney, Warren, 
McDonald. 


FORWARDS 
Abonyi, Alagich, Alston, Tolson, Buljevic, 
Vojtek, Ollerton, Campbell. 


continued on page 20 »> 
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Iran, with a population of some 31 mil- 
lion, was as fiercely fanatical about it’s football 
as many of the more illustrious names in 
world football. 

If some of the experts in Sydney were 
expecting an easy path to the next stage, then 
the Iranians, coached by Scot Danny 
McLellan, didn’t quite see it that way. 

The only previous game between 
Australia and Iran had been in 1970 when the 
two countries had met in Teheran. Australia 
had won that game 2-1, but a lot had hap- 
pened since then - including Iran's attempt to 
tub the game out of the official records. 

In Iranian records the match is record- 
ed as Australia v Persepolis, one of Iran's lead- 
ing clubs, while the ASF list it as a full interna- 
tional. 

But Australia was at last beginning to 
grow up as a soccer nation, and instead of 
relying on imports it was fielding Aussie born 
players. 

Of Rasic’s 22 man squad ten of the 
players were actually born in the country 
while three others had been in Australia since 
early childhood, 

And on an August Sunday afternoon at 
the old Sydney Sportsground the Socceroos 
moved one step closer to the World Cup finals 
in Munich, 

They didn’t just beat Iran, they 
destroyed them, 

In front of a fiercely loyal 31,000 crowd 
the Socceroos blitzed their opponents who in 
the end were considered lucky to escape with 
just a three goal pasting. 

With a huge amount of pressure 
Australia finally went ahead just three minutes 
before half time when Adrian Alston crashed 
home one of his most famous headers after 
Johnny Warren had head-flicked on a Dougie 
Utjesenovic free kick, 

And within seconds of the second half 
kick off Ottie Abonyi put his country two up 
after Ray Baartz had raced through a stunned 
Tranian defence, 

Seven minutes before full time, another 
Utjesenovic free kick found its mark, this time 
the big blond head of Captain Socceroo, Peter 
Wilson, who knocked the ball into the back of 
the net with ease. 

3-0! What a score. 

Lou Gautier headlined one of those 
pieces of copy we all later regret when Soccer 
World screamed; 


Teheran Match 
Should be a formality 


Tt seemed that all of Australia expected the 
Iranians to be easy-beats in Teheran. No-one 
would concede that the Iranians would even 
score, 

But all soccer lovers in Australia were 
to be put through 90 minutes of sheer hell, 
courtesy of Martin Royal’s ABC TV live early 
morning broadcast, before the Socceroos 
advanced to meet South Korea. 

A 14th minute penalty brought the 
80,000 fanatical Teheran cyowd to its feet as 
Australia were stunned in 30 degree heat, 

And when Ghelichkhani put Iran 2-0 
ahead after just 31 minutes the Socceroos 
were Clearly on the ropes. 

Against all odds, Jim Fraser kept his 
sheet clean in the second half and Australia 
scraped through into the next stage of the 
World Cup thanks to the barest of one goal 
aggregate margins. 

When the final whistle blew the 
Socceroos were pelted with scores of small 
objects from the crowd. 

Ray Richards had already been struck 
with a coin as he prepared to toss one of his 
famous long throw-ins. 

But despite a dramatic loss of form, in 
which an over-confident arrogance was 
mostly to blame, the Socceroos advanced to 
the final elimination, against South Korea, 
southern cousins of the same country that 
had so thoroughly demolished Australian 
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dreams in 1965, 

Rasic relied on almost the exact same 
squad for the matches against South Korea, 
the sole exception being the addition of 
reserve keeper, Alan Maher, for forward Peter 
Ollerton. 

This time, however, the expected 
onslaught didn’t materialise. 

It was just one of those games in 
which Australia were rubbish, 

It happens from time to time, this was 
one of them, but sadly it was an important 
first leg of the final World Cup hurdle. 

The Sydney Sportsground was packed 
to the rafters with a 32,000 plus crowd hang- 
ing onto fences and jamming every spare 
inch of space, 

The old stadium was never built for 
comfort and was forty years out of date even 
in 1973, but those fans would have sacrificed 
all of their comforts for just one goal. 

Australia’s best performers were typi- 
cally in defence where goalie Jim Fraser had a 
blinder. 


That was it. 

Good night Korea, time to party and 
MUNICH HERE WE COME! 

Rale Rasic, the controversial Socceroo 
coach, had done what no-one had before and 
no-one since. 

He had also answered his critics where 
it counts most. 

It also capped off a fine personal year 
for the chatty ex Yugoslavian junior interna- 
tional who rarely ever went by his Christian 
name of Zvonimir, for Rale Rasic had also 
coached Marconi to the NSW Championship. 


Munich 


In their three games in the finals the 
Australian team showed a remarkable conti- 
nuity with only thirteen players sharing the 
starting honours. 

Ten players played in all three games 
while three players (Warren, Abonyi and 
Williams) shared the other starting spot. 

Co-incidentally, all three players were 


Realistically, Australia didn’t have a 
chance from the very outset, 

But the game was probably more of a 
personal challenge for the players who 
realised that they had little or no chance of 
knocking off the team that was to go on to 
become 1974 World Champions. 

For Alston that challenge was to score. 

For Schaefer, himself born in 
Germany, it was to stop Gerd Muller, Der 
Bomber, from scoring. 

Neither succeeded, but Rasic achieved 
his own ambition of not seeing his team 
slaughtered by the free-running Germans. 

Rasic made only one change bringing 
in Apia’s livewire forward Ernie Campbell for 
Johnny Warren, 

But with Beckenbauer strolling 
through the ninety minutes in almost total 
control his precision passes were enough to 
keep Australia almost on a permanent back 
foot. 

Overath opened the scoring on 12 
minutes with a blockbuster in the penalty 


The Sydney Sportsground was packed to the rafters 
with a 32,000 plus crowd hanging onto fences and 
jamming every spare inch of space. 


The forward line, so often the saviour, 
was disappointing with neither Tolson, 
Alston nor Abonyi having much of a match, 

Neither did Baartz, who also played as 
a striker, rather than in his best position of 
midfielder. 

Rasic made three changes for the 
return match, bringing back Schaefer and 
Rooney in place of Watkiss and Warren, and 
dropping his tall striker Adrian Alston for 
Victorian Branko Buljevic, 

Playing with a more defensive look 
than previous games, Rasic’s plans soon 
backfired as South Korea shot into an early 
14th minute lead, following a mix up 
between Utjesenovic and Fraser. 

Utjesenovic’s pass back never reached 
the keeper and when Fraser did get hold of 
the ball he fumbled it long enough to let Kim 
Jae Han slip in to score an easy goal. 

Fourteen minutes later the same play- 
er knocked down a header into the path of 
Koh Jae Wook whose shot screamed into the 
net, 

Two-nil down, it looked as if it was 
bye-bye Munich. 

But within sixty seconds Australia 
clawed its way back from the grave when 
Buljevic justified his selection by heading a 
Col Curran cross into the net. 

The equaliser came just into the sec- 
ond half when one of Richard’s long throws 
bounced through a cluttered penalty box to 
Baartz who made no mistake. 

The Socceroos held on until the final 
whistle to force a play-off, with away goals 
not counting for anything in the ‘74 World 
Cup, 

Once again Rasic stuck by his by-word 
of consistency and named the same starting 
line up. 

But in the neutral Crown Colony of 
Hong Kong the Aussies played a different 
game and could have been three up before 
Jimmy MacKay’s second half screamer put 
them on the way to their first, and only, 
World Cup finals. 

Alston came on as a 56th minute sub 
for his former club mate, Ottie Abonyi, and 
his height and skill in the air added the final 
ingredient to the Rasic recipe. 

Tt was Noddy’s ‘attention’ in the air 
that caused Park Young Tae to fluff his head- 
er - straight to the feet of Ray Richards. 

Richards, one of the best passers of a 
ball ever seen in Australia, knocked the ball 
across field for an oncoming Jim MacKay. 

MacKay's 30 yard scorcher burned the 
air as it bulleted into the Korean goal. 


from the same Sydney club, St George 
Budapest. 

Abonyi also played in another match, 
coming off the substitute’s bench, while 
Peter Ollerton had two appearances as a sub- 
stitute. 

This was a highly professional team 
which worked hard and played well together 
- both on and off the field, 

Many critics felt that the team had 
actually peaked some two years earlier, a 
contentious point which is always likely to 
draw argument in soccer circles. 

The squad was a mature one and 
although there were perhaps only a few star 
players in the squad, it was nonetheless a 
workmanlike and solid looking team. 

East Germany 2 Australia 0 

This game could have gone differently 
but as so often happens in football the ball 
just didn’t bounce right. 

Australia had enough of the ball to win 
the game, Alston and Buljevic had perhaps 
their finest personal games ever but in the 
end the Davids were well beaten by the 
Goliaths - at least according to the score- 
board. 

But had Alston’s brilliant long range 
drive not cannoned off the bar and Curran 
not netted an own goal Australia might have 
done the impossible. 

Australia actually enjoyed the bulk of 
the support with the West Germans cheering 
them on against their political rivals from the 
east. 


At half time the score was 0-0 and the 
Socceroos were playing well enough to sug- 
gest that an upset might be on the cards. 

When East Germany did break the 
deadlock after 58 minutes it was from a 
Spaarwasser shot which was deflected on by 
Col Curran. 

Then Streich added a second but 
Australia had at least proven its determina- 
tion. 

This was to be Johnny Warren's last 
ever game for Australia allowing him to fulfill 
a career ambition of playing in the World 
Cup finals and a fitting finale for one of the 
greatest Australian born players in the history 
of the game. 

Australia: Reilly, Richards, Curran, 
Wilson, Schaefer, MacKay, Warren, Rooney, 
Utjesenovic, Alston, Buljevic. 

West Germany 3 Australia 0 

As home based country, and one of 
the real super-powers of the world game, 
West Germany entered this game as unback- 
able favourites. 


area which left Reilly helpless, Cullman head- 
ed the second after 35 minutes and then the 
Jethal Muller put away the third with a head- 
er from a Hoeness corner after 53 minutes. 

West Germany could have had 
another three but for big Peter Wilson, the 
blond haired miner from the coalfields of 
Northern New South Wales, who stopped 
two shots on the line, and the bar, which 
came to the rescue of a Muller thunderbolt. 

At the end of the game the Australian 
and German players swapped shirts in the 
traditional manner with the majority wanti- 
ng to claim the prize of the Kaiser's shirt. 

But Beckenbauer and Alston had 
already made an arrangement during the 
warm-up to swap shirts and Noddy got one 
over his team-mates. 

Alston's abiding memory of the 
World Cup isn’t getting Beckenbauer’s shirt 
but afterwards in the German dressing 
room when one of the world’s highest paid 
and most graceful players boasted to his 
own team-mates; “I’ve got it, I’ve got 
Noddy’s shirt!” 

Australia: Reilly, Richards, Curran, 
Rooney, Utjesenovic, Schaefer, Wilson, 
MacKay, Campbell, Buljevic (Abonyi), 
Alston. 

Chile 0 Australia 0 

Again Rasic stuck by his selection 
making only one change in bringing in St 
George’s Aboriginal star Harry Williams for 
a taste of the big time. 

The game, played in bucketing rain, 
was not a soccer classic by any stretch of the 
imagination. 

Instead it was a hard fought contest 
with both sides content to give stick. 

Neither country had any chance of 
qualifying for the next stage so the game 
was played for pure pride. 

Curran became the victim of the 
game when, after a heavy tackle, he was 
stretchered off to be replaced by Peter 
Ollerton. 

Both Chile and Australia had enough 
chances to win the game but in the end they 
both squandered them and finished the 
game in a scoreless draw - with only one 
solitary goal scored between the two sides 
in the whole tournament. 

Rather surprisingly West Germany 
suffered a 0-1 defeat in its final game with 
East Germany although both qualified for 
the next round. 

Australia: Reilly, Richards (Ollerton), 
Curran, Williams, MacKay, Schaefer, 
Wilson, Rooney, Utjesenovic, Buljevic, 
Alston. @ 


At Optus, the person who picks Up 
your call MaS the power to help. 


headset comes with a certain mindset - to solve your problems rather than pass them on. And this is the 


Optus customer service people don’t have to turn to a higher authority to make decisions. So a ( Za 


chief reason why 98% of your enquiries have been solved on the first call. 


OPTUS 
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@ Mark Viduka, Melbourne 
Knights - Unstoppable. Top 
goal scorer of the NSL up to Rd 
12 with 10 goals. 

® Ransford Banini, Melbourne S.C. 
The Lone Ranger. 

® Tony Vidmar, Adelaide City...hot 
from the beggining of the national 
Soccer League 1995 Season. 

® Jason Polak, South Melbourne. 
Once again, in control of the 
game. 


® Eugene Brazzale, newly appoint- 
ed FIFA referee. 


@ Frank Juric, Melbourne 
Knights... hot property! 


be 


Andrea Icardi, Marconi @ 
coach. High expectations - 
but a little to show. 
Ross Aloisi, maybe going back to @ 
his home town will make him 
return to the expected form. 
Paul Wade, South Melbourne. (9) 
Forced to face uncertainity, but for 
how long? 
Mehmet Durakovic, South @ 
Melbourne - Injury bound - cer- 
tainly could do with a little luck 
on his side. 
Michael Urukalo, Heidelberg @ 
coach...sorry, services are 
no longer required! 
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Philip Micallef of the Daily Telegraph-Mirror is the author of “The World Cup,an Australian 


viewpoint”, a recognised authority on European football and a 
in Sydney's leading tabloid. 


greatest club competition in the world. 


The prospect of Italy's AC Milan losing 
their grip on the Champions’ Cup has set 
European football abuzz. As the holders 
struggle to recapture the form that gave 
them their fifth title last May, a number of 
ambitious clubs are keen to take the 
opportunity of landing the biggest prize in 
world club football. As the once merciless 
bear battles to stay alive after suffering 
multiple wounds, hungry vultures are 
waiting for the right moment to swoop for 
the kill. 

Former winners Barcelona, Bayern 
Munich, Ajax Amsterdam and Benfica are 
all expected to mount a serious challenge 
for the cup when the quarter-finals resume 
in March. And ‘new boys’ Gothenburg and 
Paris St Germain played well enough in the 
round-robin stage of the tournament to 
suggest that they have the potential to go 
all the way and record their first victory. 
It’s a shame that such big and ambitious 
clubs as Manchester United, Anderlecht 
and Glasgow Rangers won’t participate in 
the final dogfight for the honours. 

The three clubs that have domi- 
nated their respective league champi- 
onships in the last few years have dis- 
covered to their cost that European club 
football at its highest level is just a bit 
beyond their means. Milan, of course, 
are not prepared to give up their title 
without a fight. Par from it, not with the 
success of their vast commercial inter- 
ests depending on the club staying in 
the European Cup circle. Although the 
Italian team is clearly in decline and a 
few elder statesmen in the side are well 
past their peak, Milan still have a first- 
team pool that is the envy of most other 
clubs. 

And although they were disap- 
pointing in the Toyota Cup clash in 


Argentinian striker Claudio Caniggia 
have proved bargain buys. Along with 
local hero Joao Pinto they were largely 
responsible for the Lisbon club finishing 
on top of a round-robin featuring 
Hadjuk Split, Anderlecht and Steau 
Bucharest. Benfica and Milan, who have 
met in two European Cup finals, should 
provide a lively clash that is expected to 
go down to the wire. 

The match of the round is that 
between Barcelona and PSG. On their 
day ‘Barca’ can be Europe’s most enter- 
taining and devastating side but, much 
to coach Johann Cruyff’s frustration, 
their defence leaves a lot to be desired. 
For all his genial passes and fierce shots, 
Dutchman Ronnie Koeman is woefully 
slow on the turn and young goalkeeper 
Carlos Busquets is still very inexperi- 
enced and cannot instill the sort of con- 
fidence in his defence as his predecessor 
Andoni Zubizarreta did. 

The Saints, after sacking defence- 
minded coach Artur Jorge and replacing 
him with former French swashbuckling 
international Luis Fernandez, finished 
the year superbly. The French champi- 
ons, who have in David Ginola one of 
the best wingers in the world and in 
George Weah a deadly finisher, are the 
only team to have won all their matches 
in the competition so far and would not 
be overawed by the slick Spaniards, 
especially since they play the return at 
the Parc des Princes. 

Their confrontation also offers a 
fascinating duel at a distance between 
the two famous Brazilians. One of them, 
striker Romario, gave his country the 
World Cup with a series of stupendous 
goals in the USA and was named player 
of the tournament. The other, schemer 


The UEFA Cup could well be called the ‘Italo- 
German’ Cup this year. No fewer than six teams 
from these two powerful footballing countries 
have reached the quarter-finals. 


Tokyo against modest Velez Sarsfield in 
December, they showed in patches on 
the night that the old style was still alive. 
Well orchestrated moves that under nor- 
mal circumstances would have led to 
great goals were being spoiled by a pass 
too short, a shot too hurried or a header 
just wide, 

Fullback Christian Panucci was 
telling me on the eve of the game with 
the Argentinians that a major problem 
with Milan this season was that the play- 
ers were “too slow” and their “will to win 
is not always as strong as it should be.” 
He did admit, however, that fans were 
expecting too much from the side after 
that marvellous 4-0 win over Barcelona 
in May's European Cup final. “We 
played perfect football that night and it’s 
very hard to reach that level again,” he 
said. 

Milan now play Benfica in the 
quarter-finals in March. Cash-stricken 
Benfica were forced to sell off some of 
their stars in the off-season in order to 
make ends meet but made two impor- 
tant acquisitions. Belgian goalkeeper 
Michel Preud’homme. arguably the best 
Number One in the world, and 
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Rai, started the World Cup as skipper 
but old hero Socrates’ younger brother 
lost the captaincy and even his place in 
the side as Carlos Alberto Parreira opted 
for less flair and more commitment in 
midfield. 

Ajax Amsterdam are being freely 
touted as the next kings of Europe after 
beating Milan comprehensively at home 
and away in the round-robin. Ajax, who 
have three under-18 pflayers in the side, 
play the game with such creativity and a 
seemingly happy-go-lucky attitude that 
they are already being compared with 
the old Ajax side that dominated Europe 
in the early 70s. 

Of course these comparisons are 
premature but the fact remains that 
such naturally gifted players as Marc 
Overmars, Jari Litmanen and young 
Patrick Kluivert - not to mention old 
war-horse Frank Rijkaard - could give 
Dutch football its first European Cup 
since 1988 when PSV Eindhoven beat 
Benfica. The Amsterdammers are not 
expected to fall to Hadjuk Split but the 
Croatians cannot be underestimated. 

Croatian football seems to have 
received a new lease of life since the 


fragmentation of the old Yugoslavia and 
this was clearly shown in the European 
Championship qualifiers when the Red 
and Whites gave World Cup runners-up 
Italy a football lesson in Palermo, win- 
ning 2-1. 

The last quarter-final pits Bayern 
with Gothenburg. The Swedes surprised 
many people by winning their group 
ahead of Barcelona and Manchester 
United. But in Jesper Blomavist, 20, they 
have a striker with the potential of becom- 
ing a genuine world class player. It was he 
who virtually destroyed United in the sec- 
ond leg in Sweden with his polished play 
on the wing. Bayern were on the way out of 
the tournament after a dismal campaign 
when the Germans came up with a mag- 
nificent effort to beat Dynamo Kiev in the 
Ukraine to clinch second spot behind PSG. 

French import Jean-Pierre Papin 
finally found his scoring touch to give 
Italian coach Giovanni Trapattoni and 
his Bavarian club a big sigh of relief .... 
and a $2.6m cheque from UEFA for 
reaching the quarter-finals of the series. 
Swedish and German football are both 
in recess at the moment. It would be 
interesting to see whether Gothenburg 
maintain their early-season form and 
promise or whether the winter break 
gives Bayern time to get their house in 
order. In any case, the Bavarians’ big- 
match experience should be decisive. 

The Cup Winners’ Cup draw has 
provided a couple of interesting ties. 
Feyenoord of Holland take on Real 
Zaragoza of Spain in the match of the 
round. Hispano-German clashes are 
nearly always explosive affairs and this 
one should be no exception. Zaragoza 
are also well served in midfield’ by 
Uruguayan Gustavo Poyet and former 
Tottenham man Nayim. Feyenoord did 
particularly well to eliminate Werder 
Bremen in the last round, beating the 
Germans 4-3 away after winning only 1- 
0 in Rotterdam. Two of the main 
destroyers that night were strikers 
Henrik Larsson and Gaston Taument. 
These two internationalists with tremen- 
dous pace will have to be marked tightly 
if Real are to reach their first Euro semi- 
final since 1987, when they ran into 
Marco van Basten’s Ajax Amsterdam in 
the Cup Winners’ Cup. 

Sampdoria’s confrontation with 
Porto could produce plenty of quality 
football that the two teams are famous 
for. Slick striker Roberto Mancini on his 
day can be a great player to watch and 
the Portuguese would do well to keep a 
close watch on him. 

Holders Arsenal, not the most 
entertaining side of the Premier League, 
seem to reserve their best form for 
European footoall. They would probably 
need it against French side Auxerre, who 
are no world-beaters but are very strong 
at home. 

Chelsea, who as beaten FA Cup 
finalists qualified for the competition 
because Manchester United won the 
double, are making the most of their 
good fortune. The boys from Stamford 
Bridge, after surviving a torrid time in 
Vienna against Austria in the last round, 
would be fairly confident of beating 
Bruges of Belgium. If Chelsea and 


regular columnist on the world game 
This month he previews the climax to the European Champions’ Cup, the 


Arsenal reach the semi-finals and are 
separated in the draw, they could well 
meet in the first final in the history of 
European club soccer between two 
teams from the same city. 

The UEFA Cup could well be called 
the ‘Italo-German’ Cup this year. No fewer 
than six teams from these two powerful 
footballing countries have reached the 
quarter-finals. The two ‘intruders’ are 
Nantes of France and Odense of Denmark, 
who caused a major sensation in the last 
round by knocking out Spanish giants Real 
Madrid. The French side will meet tough 
cookies Bayer Leverkusen while the Danes 
take on stylish Parma. Revitalised 
Juventus, who could well wrest the Italian 
title from Milan this year, are favoured to 
beat inconsistent Eintracht Frankfurt but 
star-studded Borussia Dortmund should 
be too experienced for Lazio, who will be 
playing in the first continental quarter- 
final in their club’s history. @ 


The Euro Quarter- 
Final pairings; 


Champions’ Cup 
Bayern Munich (Germany) v 
Gothenburg (Sweden) 


Barcelona (Spain) v 
Paris St Germain (France) 


AC Milan (Italy) 

v Benfica (Portugal) 

Hadjuk Split (Croatia) v Ajax 
Amsterdam (Holland) 


Matches to be played 1 March 
and 15 March 


Cup Winners’ Cup 
Feyenoord (Holland) v 
Real Zaragoza (Spain) 
Sampdoria (Italy) v 
Porto (Portugal) 


Arsenal (England) v 
Auxerre (France) 
Bruges (Belgium)) v 
Chelsea (England) 


Matches to be played 2 March 
and 16 March 


UEFA Cup 


Eintracht Frankfurt (Germany) v 
Juventus (Italy) 


Lazio (Italy) v 
Borussia Dortmund (Germany) 


Parma (Italy) v 
Odense (Denmark) 


Bayer Leverkusen (Germany) v 
Nantes (France) 


Matches to be played 28 
February and 14 March 
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Round 7 

Brisbane Strikers 3 (T Cranney, 
R Brown 2) Melbourne SC 0 
Venue: Perry Park 

Attendance: 1,176 

Referee: C Diomis 


Marconi-Fairfield 2 (Talay, 
Harper) Morwell Falcons 1 
(Bothwell) 

‘Venue: Marconi Stadium 
Attendance: 3,776 

Referee: B Hugo 


Wollongong City 1 (O'Shea) 
Sydney United 1 (Zdrilic) 
Sydney United won 3-1 on 
penalties 

Venue: Brandon Park 
Attendance: 3,692 

Referee: R Lorenc 


Melbourne Knights 2 
(Lapsansky, Viduka) 
Heidelberg United 1 (Gnjidic) 
Venue: Croatian Sports Centre 
Attendance: 5,241 

Referee: J Fraser 


South Melbourne 1 (Awaritefe) 
Adelaide City 2 (C Foster, 
Mori) 

Venue: Olympic Park 
Attendance: 3,494 

Referee: G Connolly 


West Adelaide 0 Parramatta 
Eagles 1 (Gilbert) 

Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 
Attendance: 3,096 

Referee: M Ingham 


Round & 

Sydney United 0 West 
Adelaide 1 (Iriarte) 

Venue: Croatian Sports Centre 
Attendance: 1,323 

Referee: S Micaleff 


Melboume SC 1 (Zinni) 
Wollongong City 3 (Coveny 2, 
Murray) 

Venue: Olympic Park 
Attendance: 1,182 

Referee: J Papanicolas 


Morwell Falcons 1 (Bothwell) 
Melbourne Knights 1 (Silic) 
Melbourne Knights won 7-6 
on penalties 

Venue: Morwell Stadium 
Attendance: 3,339 

Referee: E Brazzale 


Parramatta Eagles 2 (Mendez, 
Gilbert) South Melbourne 0 
Venue: Melita Stadium 
Attendance: 4,069 

Referee: C Diomis 


Heidelberg United 0 Brisbane 
Strikers 2 (Evans, Slater) 
Venue: Olympic Village 
Attendance: 850 

Referee: G Connolly 


Adelaide City 3 (Mori, Mullen, 
Gibson) Sydney Olympic 1 
(Tome) 

Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 
Attendance: 3,169 

Referee: J Fraser 


Round 9 

South Melbourne | (Trimboli} 
Sydney Olympic 1 (Bacak) 
South Melbourne won 5-3 on 
penalties 

Venue: Olympic Park 
Attendance: 3,000 

Referee: J Rutter 
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End Round Thirteen 
Melbourne Knights 


Sydney United 
West Adelaide 
Brisbane Strikers 

Parramatta Eagles 
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West Adelaide 2 (Ndongo-Keller, 
Iriarte) Melbourne SC 1 
(Lazarevski) 

Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 
Attendance: 3,000 

Referee: E Lennie 
Marconi-Fairfield 1 (Harper) 
Adelaide City 2 (C Foster, Mori) 
Venue: Marconi Stadium 
Attendance: 4,383 

Releree: E Brazzale 


Parramatta Eagles 0 Sydney 
United 1 (Bilokapic) 
Venue: Melita Stadium. 
Attendance: 4,764 

Referee: J Fraser 


Wollongong City 1 (Cervinski) 


Heidelberg United 2 (Vlahos 2) 
Venue: Brandon Park 
Attendance: 3,120 

Referee: R Davies 


Brisbane Strikers 1 (Hunter) 
Morwell Falcons 1 (Markovski) 
Morwell Falcons won 4-2 on 
penalties 

Venue: Perry Park 
Attendance: 2,793 

Referee: R Lorenc 


Round 10 

Melboume SC 0 Parramatta 
Eagles 0 

Melbourne SC won 5-3 on 
penalties 

Venue: Olympic Park 
Attendance: 1,245 

Referee: C Naumcevski 


Sydney United 2 (Rudan, 
Hristodoulou) South Melbourne 
1 (Trimboli) 

Venue: Croatian Sports Centre 
Attendance: 3,2500 

Referee: B Hugo 


Morwell Falcons 1 (Bothwell) 
Wollengong City 1 (Dimoski) 
Venue: Morwell Stadium 
Attendance: 3,450 

Referee: G Connolly 


Adelaide City 3 (Mullen, Mori, C 
Foster) Melbourne Knights 0 
Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 
Attendance: 9,300 

Referee: R Lorenc 


Sydney Olympic 2 (Bacak 2) 
Marconi-Fairfield 1 (Bingley) 
Venue: Leichhardt Oval 
Attendance: 5,850 

Referee: M Ingham 


Heidelberg United 0 West 
Adelaide 3 (R Alagich, Cardozo, 
Slifkas) 

Venue: Olympic Village 
Attendance: 2,000 

Referee: J Markovski 


Round 11 

Melbourne Knights 1 (Silic) 
Sydney Olympic 2 (Maloney 2) 
Venue: Croatian Sports Centre 
Attendance: 3,500 

Referee: G Connolly 


Sydney United 2 (Zdrilic, Z 
Babic) Melbourne SC 0 
Venue: Croatian Sports Centre 
Attendance: 1,200 

Referee: C Diomis 


Parramatta Eagles 1 (G Gunning) 
Heidelberg United 2 (Gnjidic 2) 
Venue: Melita Stadium 
Attendance: 1,474 

Referee: R Lorenc 


South Melboume 2 (Kelic, 
Boutsianis) Marconi-Fairfield 0 
Venue: Olympic Park 
Attendance: 4,340 

Referee: J Fraser 


Brisbane Strikers 1 (Slater) 
Adelaide City 1 (Mori) 
Venue: Perry Park 
Attendance: 3,816 
Referee: D Crawford 


West Adelaide 2 (Hooker, 
Andrioli) Morwell Falcons 
(Armstrong, Tapai, own goal) 
Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 
Attendance: 2,800 

Referee: B Panella 


Round 12 

Melbourne SC 0 South 
Melbourne 6 (Boutsianis 2, 
Polak, Kelic, Trimboli, own goal) 
Venue: Olympic Park 
Attendance: 6,572 (Double 
Header) 

Referee: J Rutter 


Heidelberg United 0 Sydney 
United 3 (Lamond 2, Z Babic) 
Venue: Olympic Park 
Attendance; 6,572 (Double 
Ileader) 

Referee: G Connolly 


Morwell Falcons 0 Parramatta 
Eagles 2 (G Gunning 2) 
Venue: Morwell Stadium 
Attendance: 2,857 

Referee: R Davies 


Marconi-Fairfield 2 
Melbourne Knights 3 (Biskic, 
Viduka 2) 

Venue: Marconi Stadium 
Attendance: 4,807 

Referee: E Lennie 


Sydney Olympic 0 Brisbane 
Strikers 0 

Brisbane Strikers won 3-0 on 
penalties 

Venue: Leichhardt Oval 
Attendance: 4,066 

Referee: E Brazzale 


Adelaide City 3 (Gibson, Mori 
2) Wollongong City 1 
(Coveney) 

Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 
Attendance: 3,708 

Referee: B Panella 


Round 13 

Melbourne Knights 3 (De 
Amicis, Tiatto, Viduka) South 
Melbourne 0 

Venue: Croatian Sports Centre 
Attendance: 7,448 

Referee: E Brazzale 

Match played 23 December 
1994 


Melbourne SC 3 (Trajkovski, 
Zinni, Enes) Heidelberg 
United 0 

Venue: Olympic Park 
Attendance: 2,250 

Referee: J Markovski 


Wollongong City 4 (Coveney 2, 
Horsley, Ackers) Sydney 
Olympic 1 (Augerinos) 

Venue: Brandon Park 
Attendance: 4,200 

Referee: S Micaleff 


Brisbane Strikers 2 (Slater, 
Hunter) Marconi-Pairfield 1 
(De Marigny) 

Venue: Perry Park 
Attendance: 3,487 

Referee: D Crawford 


Sydney United 1 (Rudan) 
Morwell Falcons 1 (Bothwell) 
Venue: Croatian Sports Centre 
Attendance: 3,480 

Referee: J Papanicolas 


West Adelaide 2 (Hooker, 
Cardozo) Adelaide City 1 
(Mullen) 

Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 
Attendance: 9,309 

Referee: ELennie ® 
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COPPA-GOLD EXCLUSIVELY 
AVAILABLE FROM 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


Mick Simmons Retail Ph 02 264 2744 

478 George Street Sydney, NSW 2000 

Cappe Sports Ph 02 789 6433 

379 Homer Street Ea‘lwood, NSW 2206 

Soccer City Ph 025675189 

538 Princes Highway Rockdale, NSW 2216 

Sportscene Leichhardt Ph; 02 564 2173 

Shop 68 Leichhardt Marketown Leichhardt, NSW 2040 
Sportscene Wetherill Park Ph 026097215 

Shop 36 Stockland Mall Polding Street Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 
Sportsfactory Fairfield Ph 02727 9022 

Shop 50 Upper Level Neeta City, 

Smart Street Fairfielc, NSW 2165 

International Soccer Shop Ph; 06 247 2066 

CGIO City Walk Canberra Centre Canberra City, ACT 2601 
Ray Baariz Sports Centre Ph; 049 291 010 

257 Hunter Street Newcastle, NSW 2300 


VICTORIA 


Sportspower Bentleigh Ph 03557 1917 
335 Centre Road Bentleigh, Vic 3204 
Sportspower Reservoir Ph03 460 9972 
54 Edwardes Street Reservoir, Vic 3073 
Sportscene Pascoe Vale Pt 03 3542791 
413-415 Ball Street Pascoe Vale, Vic 3044 
Northeote Sports Ph 03 481 2275 

555 High Street Northcote, Vic 3070 

World of Soccer Ph03 794 5860 

Shop 1, 46 McRae Street Dandenong, Vic 3175 


QUEENSLAND 

Strudwicks Sportsworld Ph 07 273 6309 

4th Floor Sunnybank Hills Shopping Centre 

Cnr Calan Street & Compton Road Sunnybank Hills, Qld 4109 
Strudwicks Sportsworld Ph 07 356 2611 

Stafford City Shopping Centre Stafford Road Stafford, Qld 4053 
Strudwicks Sportsworld Ph 07 812 3553 

Westway Shopping Centre Limestone Street Ipswich, Qld 4305 
Sportsmans Paradise (Braddons Sport) Ph 075316511 
32 Strathaird Road Bundall, Qld 4217 

Soccerworld Ph 07 355 1999 

527 South Ping Road Everton Park, Qid 4053 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


Bailetti Sports Ph 08 231 9127 

192 Hindley Street Adelaide, SA 5000 

Rowe & Jarman Sports Ph 08 223 5666 

104 Grenfell Street Adelaide, SA 5000 
Campbelltown Sports Ph; 08 337 4411 

606 Lower North East Road Campbelltown, SA 5074 


TASMANIA 

Talays Ph 002 349 566 

230 Liverpool Street, Hobari, Tasmania 7000 
Talays Ph 003 318 274 

183 Charles Street Launceston, Tasmania 7250 
Talays Ph 007 249 366 

109 Rooke Street Mall Devonport, Tasmania 7310 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

lan Bird Sports Ph 09 221 3505 

158 Murray Street Perth, WA 6000 

Sportsforum Ph 09 321 8020 

Shop 4/1st Floor Wesley Arcade 93 William Street Perth, WA 6000 


RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE $129.9 


COPPA-GOLD 


DISTRIBUTED UNDER LICENCE BY: 

United Sports Corporation (AUST.) PTY. LTD. 
AC.N 007 335 131 

505-513 Hoddle Street, Clifton Hill, Victoria 3068 Australia 
Phone 03 481 4333 Facsimile 03 481 7768 
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BackRow: Brian Bannan (Trainer), Damian Mori, Joe Mullen, Jamie Perin, {Craig Foster, Michael Brockwell. MiddieRow: John 
Perin (Assistant Coach), Carlo Talladira, Milan Ivanovic, Jason Petkovie,, Tony Vidar, Alex Tobin, Joel Marino, John Nyskonus 
(Assistant Coach). Frontftow: Brad Hassell, Mark Yates, Zoran Matic, Goran Lozanovski, Jamie Carreno, Joe Camilleri (Trainer). 
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